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Connecticut General Statutes-Revised to January 1, 2021 
 
Statutes are revised to January 1 of odd numbered years and therefore should be read in conjunction with 
Public Acts that have been enacted since the last revision date.  A list of recently enacted Public Acts that 
directly impact the child care licensure program can be found at www.ctoec.org/licensing under Statutes 
and Regulations. 
 
Sec. 19a-77. "Child care services" defined. Exclusions. Additional license. (a) As used in this section and 
sections 19a-77a to 19a-80, inclusive, and sections 19a-82 to 19a-87a, inclusive, "child care services" includes:   

  
(1) A "child care center" which offers or provides a program of supplementary care to more than twelve 

related or unrelated children outside their own homes on a regular basis;   
  
(2) A "group child care home" which offers or provides a program of supplementary care (A) to not less 

than seven or more than twelve related or unrelated children on a regular basis, or (B) that meets the 
definition of a family child care home except that it operates in a facility other than a private family home;   

  
(3) A "family child care home" which consists of a private family home caring for not more than six 

children, including the provider's own children not in school full time, where the children are cared for not less 
than three or more than twelve hours during a twenty-four-hour period and where care is given on a regularly 
recurring basis except that care may be provided in excess of twelve hours but not more than seventy-two 
consecutive hours to accommodate a need for extended care or intermittent short-term overnight care. 
During the regular school year, a maximum of three additional children who are in school full time, including 
the provider's own children, shall be permitted, except that if the provider has more than three children who 
are in school full time, all of the provider's children shall be permitted. During the summer months when 
regular school is not in session, a maximum of three additional children who are otherwise enrolled in school 
full time, including the provider's own children, shall be permitted if there is an assistant or substitute staff 
member approved by the Commissioner of Early Childhood, pursuant to section 19a-87b, present and assisting 
the provider, except that (A) if the provider has more than three such additional children who are the 
provider's own children, all of the provider's own children shall be permitted, and (B) such approved assistant 
or substitute staff member shall not be required if all of such additional children are the provider's own 
children;   

  
(4) "Night care" means the care provided for one or more hours between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 

5:00 a.m.;   
  
(5) "Year-round" program means a program open at least fifty weeks per year.   
  
(b) For licensing requirement purposes, child care services shall not include such services which are:   
  
(1) (A) Administered by a public school system, or (B) administered by a municipal agency or 

department;   
  
(2) Administered by a private school which is in compliance with section 10-188 and is approved by the 

State Board of Education or is accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education, 
provided the provision of such child care services by the private school is only to those children whose ages are 
covered under such approval or accreditation;   

  
(3) Classes in music, dance, drama and art that are no longer than two hours in length; classes that teach 

a single skill that are no longer than two hours in length; library programs that are no longer than two hours in 
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length; scouting; programs that offer exclusively sports activities; rehearsals; academic tutoring programs; or 
programs exclusively for children thirteen years of age or older;   

  
(4) Informal arrangements among neighbors and formal or informal arrangements among relatives in 

their own homes, provided the relative is limited to any of the following degrees of kinship by blood, marriage 
or court order to the child being cared for: Grandparent, great-grandparent, sibling, aunt or uncle;   

  
(5) Supplementary child care operations for educational or recreational purposes and the child receives 

such care infrequently where the parents are on the premises;   
  
(6) Supplementary child care operations in retail establishments where the parents remain in the same 

store as the child for retail shopping, provided the drop-in supplementary child-care operation does not charge 
a fee and does not refer to itself as a child care center;  
  

(7) Administered by a nationally chartered boys' and girls' club that are exclusively for school-age 
children;   

  
(8) Religious educational activities administered by a religious institution exclusively for children whose 

parents or legal guardians are members of such religious institution;   
  
(9) Administered by Solar Youth, Inc., a New Haven-based nonprofit youth development and 

environmental education organization;   
  
(10) Programs administered by organizations under contract with the Department of Social Services 

pursuant to section 17b-851a that promote the reduction of teenage pregnancy through the provision of 
services to persons who are ten to nineteen years of age, inclusive;   

  
(11) Administered by the Cardinal Shehan Center, a Bridgeport-based nonprofit organization that is 

exclusively for school-age children;  
  

(12) Administered by Organized Parents Make a Difference, Inc., a Hartford-based nonprofit 
organization that is exclusively for school-age children; or   

  
(13) Administered by Leadership, Education and Athletics in Partnership, Inc., a New Haven-based 

nonprofit youth development organization. 
   

(c) Any entity or organization that provides services or a program described in subsection (b) of this 
section shall inform the parents and legal guardians of any children receiving such services or enrolled in such 
programs that such entity or organization is not licensed by the Office of Early Childhood to provide such 
services or offer such program.   

  
(d) No registrant or licensee of any child care services as defined in subsection (a) of this section shall be 

issued an additional registration or license to provide any such services at the same facility.   
  
(e) When a licensee has vacated premises approved by the office for the provision of child care services 

and the landlord of such licensee establishes to the satisfaction of the office that such licensee has no legal 
right or interest to such approved premises, the office may make a determination with respect to an 
application for a new license for the provision of child care services at such premises. 
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Sec. 19a-79a. Pesticide applications at child care facilities. (a) As used in this section, "pesticide" means a 
fungicide used on plants, an insecticide, a herbicide or a rodenticide but does not mean a sanitizer, 
disinfectant, antimicrobial agent or a pesticide bait; "lawn care pesticide" means a pesticide registered by the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency and labeled pursuant to the federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act for use in lawn, garden and ornamental sites or areas; "certified pesticide applicator" means a 
pesticide applicator with (1) supervisory certification under section 22a-54, or (2) operational certification 
under section 22a-54, who operates under the direct supervision of a pesticide applicator with said supervisory 
certification; "licensee" means a person licensed under sections 19a-77 to 19a-87e, inclusive; and "child care 
facility" means a child care center, group child care home or family child care home that provides "child care 
services", as described in section 19a-77.   

  
(b) No person other than a certified pesticide applicator shall apply pesticide within any child care 

facility, except that a person other than a certified pesticide applicator may make an emergency application to 
eliminate an immediate threat to human health, including, but not limited to, for the elimination of 
mosquitoes, ticks and stinging insects, provided (1) the licensee or a designee of the licensee determines such 
emergency application to be necessary, (2) the licensee or a designee of the licensee deems it impractical to 
obtain the services of a certified pesticide applicator, and (3) such emergency application does not involve a 
restricted use pesticide, as defined in section 22a-47. 
   

(c) No person shall apply a lawn care pesticide on the grounds of any child care facility, except that an 
emergency application of pesticide may be made to eliminate an immediate threat to human health, including, 
but not limited to, the elimination of mosquitoes, ticks and stinging insects, provided (1) the licensee or a 
designee of the licensee determines such emergency application to be necessary, and (2) such emergency 
application does not involve a restricted use pesticide, as defined in section 22a-47. The provisions of this 
subsection shall not apply to a family child care home, as described in section 19a-77, if the grounds of such 
family child care home are not owned or under the control of the licensee.   

  
(d) No licensee or designee of a licensee shall permit any child enrolled in such licensee's child care 

facility to enter an area where a pesticide has been applied in accordance with this section until it is safe to do 
so according to the provisions on the pesticide label. 
   

(e) On and after October 1, 2009, prior to providing for any application of pesticide on the grounds of 
any child care facility, the licensee or a designee of the licensee shall, within the existing budgetary resources 
of such child care facility, notify the parents or guardians of each child enrolled in such licensee's child care 
facility by any means practicable no later than twenty-four hours prior to such application, except that for an 
emergency application made in accordance with this section, such notice shall be given as soon as practicable. 
Notice under this subsection shall include (1) the name of the active ingredient of the pesticide being applied, 
(2) the target pest, (3) the location of the application on the child care facility property, and (4) the date or 
proposed date of the application. A copy of the record of each pesticide application at a child care facility shall 
be maintained at such facility for a period of five years. 
 
Sec. 19a-80f. Investigation of child abuse or neglect involving licensed facilities. Information sharing 
between agencies. Compilation of listing of substantiated allegations. (a) As used in this section, "facility" 
means a child care center, a group child care home and a family child care home, as defined in section 19a-77, 
and a youth camp, as defined in section 19a-420.   
  

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, the Commissioner of Children and Families, or 
the commissioner's designee, shall provide to the Office of Early Childhood all records concerning reports and 
investigations of child abuse or neglect that have been reported to, or are being investigated by, the 
Department of Children and Families pursuant to section 17a-101g, including records of any administrative 
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hearing held pursuant to section 17a-101k: (1) Occurring at any facility, and (2) by any staff member or 
licensee of any facility and by any household member of any family child care home, as defined in section 19a-
77, irrespective of where the abuse or neglect occurred.   
  

(c) The Department of Children and Families and the Office of Early Childhood shall jointly investigate 
reports of abuse or neglect occurring at any facility. All information, records and reports concerning such 
investigation shall be shared between agencies as part of the investigative process.   
  

(d) The Commissioner of Early Childhood shall compile a listing of allegations of violations that have 
been substantiated by the Office of Early Childhood concerning a facility during the prior three-year period. 
The commissioner shall disclose information contained in the listing to any person who requests it, provided 
the information may be disclosed pursuant to sections 17a-101g and 17a-101k and does not identify children 
or family members of those children.   
  

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, when the Commissioner of Children and 
Families has made a finding substantiating abuse or neglect: (1) That occurred at a facility, or (2) by any staff 
member or licensee of any facility, or by any household member of any family child care home and such 
finding is included on the state child abuse or neglect registry, maintained by the Department of Children and 
Families pursuant to section 17a-101k, such finding may be included in the listing compiled by the Office of 
Early Childhood pursuant to subsection (d) of this section and may be disclosed to the public by the Office of 
Early Childhood. 
  

(f) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, when the Commissioner of Children and 
Families, pursuant to section 17a-101j, has notified the Office of Early Childhood of a recommended finding of 
child abuse or neglect at a facility and if such child abuse or neglect resulted in or involves (1) the death of a 
child; (2) the risk of serious physical injury or emotional harm of a child; (3) the serious physical harm of a child; 
(4) the arrest of a person due to abuse or neglect of a child; (5) a petition filed by the Commissioner of Children 
and Families pursuant to section 17a-112 or 46b-129; or (6) sexual abuse of a child, the Commissioner of Early 
Childhood may include such finding of child abuse or neglect in the listing under subsection (d) of this section 
and may disclose such finding to the public. The Commissioner of Children and Families, or the commissioner's 
designee, shall immediately notify the Commissioner of Early Childhood when such child abuse or neglect is 
not substantiated after an investigation has been completed pursuant to subsection (b) of section 17a-101g or 
a recommended finding of child abuse or neglect is reversed after a hearing or appeal conducted in accordance 
with the provisions of section 17a-101k. The Commissioner of Early Childhood shall immediately remove such 
information from the listing and shall not further disclose any such information to the public.   
 

(g) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, all records provided by the Commissioner of 
Children and Families, or the commissioner's designee, to the Office of Early Childhood regarding child abuse 
or neglect occurring at any facility, may be utilized in an administrative proceeding or court proceeding relative 
to facility licensing. In any such proceeding, such records shall be confidential, except as provided under 
section 4-177c, and such records shall not be subject to disclosure pursuant to section 1-210. 

 
Sec. 19a-82. (Formerly Sec. 19-43g). Consultative services of state and municipal departments. Inspections. 
Assistance to licensees. The Commissioner of Early Childhood shall utilize consultative services and assistance 
from the Departments of Education, Mental Health and Addiction Services and Social Services and from 
municipal building, fire and health departments. The commissioner shall make periodic inspections of licensed 
child care centers, group child care homes and family child care homes and shall provide technical assistance 
to licensees and applicants for licenses to assist them to attain and maintain the standards established in 
regulations adopted under this section and sections 19a-77 to 19a-80, inclusive, 19a-84 to 19a-87, inclusive, 
and section 19a-87b. 
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Sec. 19a-86a. Accepting voluntary surrender of license as resolution of disciplinary action. The Commissioner 
of Early Childhood may resolve any disciplinary action against a licensee pursuant to sections 19a-84 and 19a-
87e by accepting the voluntary surrender of the license of such licensee. 

   
Sec. 19a-86b. Validity of license during investigation or disciplinary action. Any person or entity who is the 
subject of an investigation or disciplinary action pursuant to section 19a-80f, 19a-84, 19a-87a, 19a-87e, 19a-
423 or 19a-429 while holding a license issued by the Office of Early Childhood or having held such a license 
within eighteen months of the commencement of such investigation or disciplinary action, shall be considered 
to hold a valid license for purposes of such investigation or disciplinary action.   

 
Sec. 19a-87a(e). Enforcement powers of the Office of Early Childhood. In addition to any powers the office 
may have, in any investigation (1) concerning an application, reinstatement or renewal of a license for a child 
care center, a group child care home or a family child care home, as such terms are defined in section 19a-77, 
(2) of a complaint concerning child care services, as described in section 19a-77, or (3) concerning the possible 
provision of unlicensed child care services, the office may administer oaths, issue subpoenas, compel 
testimony and order the production of books, records and documents. If any person refuses to appear, testify 
or produce any book, record or document when so ordered, a judge of the Superior Court may make such 
order as may be appropriate to aid in the enforcement of this section. 

 
Sec. 19a-87b. (Formerly Sec. 17-585(b)-(d)). License required for family child care homes. Approval required 
to act as assistant or substitute staff member. Comprehensive background checks. Fees. Regulations; 
waivers. (a) No person, group of persons, association, organization, corporation, institution or agency, public 
or private, shall maintain a family child care home, as defined in section 19a-77, without a license issued by the 
Commissioner of Early Childhood. Licensure forms shall be obtained from the Office of Early Childhood. 
Applications for licensure shall be made to the commissioner on forms provided by the office and shall contain 
the information required by regulations adopted under this section. The licensure and application forms shall 
contain a notice that false statements made therein are punishable in accordance with section 53a-157b. 
Applicants shall state, in writing, that they are in compliance with the regulations adopted by the 
commissioner pursuant to subsection (f) of this section. Before a family child care home license is granted, the 
office shall make an inquiry and investigation which shall include a visit and inspection of the premises for 
which the license is requested. Any inspection conducted by the office shall include an inspection for evident 
sources of lead poisoning. The office shall provide for a chemical analysis of any paint chips found on such 
premises. Neither the commissioner nor the commissioner's designee shall require an annual inspection for 
homes seeking license renewal or for licensed homes, except that the commissioner or the commissioner's 
designee shall make an unannounced visit, inspection or investigation of each licensed family child care home 
at least once every year. A licensed family child care home shall not be subject to any conditions on the 
operation of such home by local officials, other than those imposed by the office pursuant to this subsection, if 
the home complies with all local codes and ordinances applicable to single and multifamily dwellings. 
 

(b) No person shall act as an assistant or substitute staff member to a person or entity maintaining a 
family child care home, as defined in section 19a-77, without an approval issued by the commissioner. Any 
person seeking to act as an assistant or substitute staff member in a family child care home shall submit an 
application for such approval to the office. Applications for approval shall: (1) Be made to the commissioner on 
forms provided by the office, (2) contain the information required by regulations adopted under this section, 
and (3) be accompanied by a fee of fifteen dollars. The approval application forms shall contain a notice that 
false statements made in such form are punishable in accordance with section 53a-157b. 

 
(c) The commissioner, within available appropriations, shall require each initial applicant or prospective 

employee of a family child care home in a position requiring the provision of care to a child, including an 
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assistant or substitute staff member and each household member who is sixteen years of age or older, to 
submit to comprehensive background checks, including state and national criminal history records checks. The 
criminal history records checks required pursuant to this subsection shall be conducted in accordance with 
section 29-17a. The commissioner shall also request a check of the state child abuse registry established 
pursuant to section 17a-101k. The commissioner shall notify each licensee of the provisions of this subsection. 
For purposes of this subsection, "household member" means any person, other than the person who is 
licensed to conduct, operate or maintain a family child care home, who resides in the family child care home, 
such as the licensee's spouse or children, tenants and any other occupant. 

 
(d) An application for initial licensure pursuant to this section shall be accompanied by a fee of forty 

dollars and such license shall be issued for a term of four years. An application for renewal of a license issued 
pursuant to this section shall be accompanied by a fee of forty dollars and a certification from the licensee that 
any child enrolled in the family child care home has received age-appropriate immunizations in accordance 
with regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (f) of this section. A license issued pursuant to this section 
shall be renewed for a term of four years. In the case of an applicant submitting an application for renewal of a 
license that has expired, and who has ceased operations of a family child care home due to such expired 
license, the commissioner may renew such expired license within thirty days of the date of such expiration 
upon receipt of an application for renewal that is accompanied by such fee and such certification.   

  
(e) An application for initial staff approval or renewal of staff approval shall be accompanied by a fee of 

fifteen dollars. Such approvals shall be issued or renewed for a term of two years. 
 
(f) The commissioner shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to assure 

that family child care homes, as defined in section 19a-77, meet the health, educational and social needs of 
children utilizing such homes. Such regulations shall ensure that the family child care home is treated as a 
residence, and not an institutional facility. Such regulations shall specify that each child be protected as age-
appropriate by adequate immunization against diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, mumps, 
rubella, hemophilus influenzae type B and any other vaccine required by the schedule of active immunization 
adopted pursuant to section 19a-7f. Such regulations shall provide appropriate exemptions for children for 
whom such immunization is medically contraindicated and for children whose parents or guardian objects to 
such immunization on religious grounds and require that any such objection be accompanied by a statement 
from such parents or guardian that such immunization would be contrary to the religious beliefs of such child 
or the parents or guardian of such child, which statement shall be acknowledged, in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 1-32, 1-34 and 1-35, by (1) a judge of a court of record or a family support magistrate, (2) 
a clerk or deputy clerk of a court having a seal, (3) a town clerk, (4) a notary public, (5) a justice of the peace, or 
(6) an attorney admitted to the bar of this state. Such regulations shall also specify conditions under which 
family child care home providers may administer tests to monitor glucose levels in a child with diagnosed 
diabetes mellitus, and administer medicinal preparations, including controlled drugs specified in the 
regulations by the commissioner, to a child receiving child care services at a family child care home pursuant to 
a written order of a physician licensed to practice medicine in this or another state, an advanced practice 
registered nurse licensed to prescribe in accordance with section 20-94a or a physician assistant licensed to 
prescribe in accordance with section 20-12d, and the written authorization of a parent or guardian of such 
child. Such regulations shall specify appropriate standards for extended care and intermittent short-term 
overnight care. The commissioner shall inform each licensee, by way of a plain language summary provided 
not later than sixty days after the regulation's effective date, of any new or changed regulations adopted under 
this subsection with which a licensee must comply. 

   
(g) Upon the declaration by the Governor of a civil preparedness emergency pursuant to section 28-9 or 

a public health emergency pursuant to section 19a-131a, the commissioner may waive the provisions of any 
regulation adopted pursuant to this section if the commissioner determines that such waiver would not 
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endanger the life, safety or health of any child. The commissioner shall prescribe the duration of such waiver, 
provided such waiver shall not extend beyond the duration of the declared emergency. The commissioner shall 
establish the criteria by which a waiver request shall be made and the conditions for which a waiver will be 
granted or denied. The provisions of section 19a-84 shall not apply to a denial of a waiver request under this 
subsection.   

  
(h) Any family child care home may provide child care services to homeless children and youths, as 

defined in 42 USC 11434a, as amended from time to time, for a period not to exceed ninety days without 
complying with any provision in regulations adopted pursuant to this section relating to immunization and 
physical examination requirements. Any family child care home that provides child care services to homeless 
children and youths at such home under this subsection shall maintain a record on file of all homeless children 
and youths who have attended such home for a period of two years after such homeless children or youths are 
no longer receiving child care services at such home. 

   
(i) Any family child care home may provide child care services to a foster child for a period not to exceed 

forty-five days without complying with any provision in regulations adopted pursuant to this section relating to 
immunization and physical examination requirements. Any family child care home that provides child care 
services to a foster child at such home under this subsection shall maintain a record on file of such foster child 
for a period of two years after such foster child is no longer receiving child care services at such home. For 
purposes of this subsection, "foster child" means a child who is in the care and custody of the Commissioner of 
Children and Families and placed in a foster home licensed pursuant to section 17a-114, foster home approved 
by a child-placing agency licensed pursuant to section 17a-149, facility licensed pursuant to section 17a-145 or 
with a relative or fictive kin caregiver pursuant to section 17a-114. 

  
Sec. 19a-87c. (Formerly Sec. 17-586). Family child care home: Penalty for operation without a license. Notice 
and hearing. (a) Any person or officer of an association, organization or corporation who shall establish, 
conduct, maintain or operate a family child care home, as defined in section 19a-77, without a current and 
valid license shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than one hundred dollars a day for each day that 
such home is operated without a license.   

  
(b) If the Commissioner of Early Childhood has reason to believe that a violation has occurred for which 

a civil penalty is authorized by subsection (a) of this section, the commissioner may send to such person or 
officer by certified mail, return receipt requested, or personally serve upon such person or officer, a notice 
which shall include: (1) A reference to the section or sections of the general statutes or regulations involved; 
(2) a short and plain statement of the matters asserted or charged; (3) a statement of the maximum civil 
penalty which may be imposed for such violation; and (4) a statement of the party's right to request a hearing. 
Such request shall be submitted in writing to the commissioner not later than thirty days after the notice is 
mailed or served. 

   
(c) If such person or officer so requests, the commissioner shall cause a hearing to be held. The hearing 

shall be held in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. If such person or officer fails to request a hearing 
or fails to appear at the hearing or if, after the hearing, the commissioner finds that the person or officer has 
committed such violation, the commissioner may, in his or her discretion, order that a civil penalty be imposed 
that is not greater than the penalty stated in the notice. The commissioner shall send a copy of any order 
issued pursuant to this subsection by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person or officer named in 
such order. 

   
Sec. 19a-87d. (Formerly Sec. 17-587). Family child care homes: Injunction against illegal operation. The 
Commissioner of Early Childhood may request the Attorney General to bring an action, in the superior court 
for the judicial district in which such home is located, to enjoin any person, group of persons, association, 
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organization, corporation, institution or agency, public or private, from maintaining a family child care home, 
as defined in section 19a-77, without a license or in violation of regulations adopted under section 19a-87b, 
and satisfactory proof of the lack of a license or the violation of the regulations without more shall entitle the 
commissioner to injunctive relief. 
   
Sec. 19a-87e. (Formerly Sec. 17-588). Family child care homes: Discretion in the issuance of a license or 
approval of an assistant or substitute staff member. Suspension. Revocation. Denial of initial license or 
approval application. Notice of criminal conviction. False statements. Reporting of violations. Summary 
suspension or summary probation of a license. (a) The Commissioner of Early Childhood may (1) refuse to 
license under section 19a-87b, a person to own, conduct, operate or maintain a family child care home, as 
defined in section 19a-77, (2) refuse to approve under section 19a-87b, a person to act as an assistant or 
substitute staff member in a family child care home, as defined in section 19a-77, or (3) suspend or revoke the 
license or approval or take any other action that may be set forth in regulation that may be adopted pursuant 
to section 19a-79 if the person who owns, conducts, maintains or operates the family child care home, the 
person who acts as an assistant or substitute staff member in a family child care home, a person employed in 
such family child care home in a position connected with the provision of care to a child receiving child care 
services or a household member, as defined in subsection (c) of section 19a-87b, who is sixteen years of age or 
older and resides therein, has been convicted, in this state or any other state of a felony, as defined in section 
53a-25, involving the use, attempted use or threatened use of physical force against another person, or has a 
criminal record in this state or any other state that the commissioner reasonably believes renders the person 
unsuitable to own, conduct, operate or maintain or be employed by a family child care home, or act as an 
assistant or substitute staff member in a family child care home, or if such persons or a household member has 
been convicted in this state or any other state of cruelty to persons under section 53-20, injury or risk of injury 
to or impairing morals of children under section 53-21, abandonment of children under the age of six years 
under section 53-23, or any felony where the victim of the felony is a child under eighteen years of age, a 
violation of section 53a-70b of the general statutes, revision of 1958, revised to January 1, 2019, or section 
53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b or 53a-73a, illegal manufacture, distribution, sale, prescription, 
dispensing or administration under section 21a-277 or 21a-278, or illegal possession under section 21a-279, or 
if such person, a person who acts as assistant or substitute staff member in a family child care home or a 
person employed in such family child care home in a position connected with the provision of care to a child 
receiving child care services, either fails to substantially comply with the regulations adopted pursuant to 
section 19a-87b, or conducts, operates or maintains the home in a manner which endangers the health, safety 
and welfare of the children receiving child care services. Any refusal of a license or approval pursuant to this 
section shall be rendered in accordance with the provisions of sections 46a-79 to 46a-81, inclusive. Any person 
whose license or approval has been revoked pursuant to this section shall be ineligible to apply for a license or 
approval for a period of one year from the effective date of revocation. 
   

(b) When the commissioner intends to suspend or revoke a license or approval or take any other action 
against a license or approval set forth in regulation adopted pursuant to section 19a-79, the commissioner 
shall notify the licensee or approved staff member in writing of the commissioner's intended action. The 
licensee or approved staff member may, if aggrieved by such intended action, make application for a hearing in 
writing over the licensee's or approved staff member's signature to the commissioner. The licensee or 
approved staff member shall state in the application in plain language the reasons why the licensee or 
approved staff member claims to be aggrieved. The application shall be delivered to the commissioner within 
thirty days of the licensee's or approved staff member's receipt of notification of the intended action. The 
commissioner shall thereupon hold a hearing within sixty days from receipt of such application and shall, at 
least ten days prior to the date of such hearing, mail a notice, giving the time and place of the hearing, to the 
licensee or approved staff member. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to the denial of an initial 
application for a license or approval under section 19a-87b, provided the commissioner shall notify the 
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applicant of any such denial and the reasons for such denial by mailing written notice to the applicant at the 
applicant's address shown on the license or approval application. 

   
(c) Any person who is licensed to conduct, operate or maintain a family child care home or approved to 

act as an assistant or substitute staff member in a family child care home shall notify the commissioner of any 
conviction of the owner, conductor, operator or maintainer of the family child care home or of any household 
member, as defined in subsection (c) of section 19a-87b, who is sixteen years of age or older, or any person 
employed in such family child care home in a position connected with the provision of care to a child receiving 
child care services, of a crime which affects the commissioner's discretion under subsection (a) of this section, 
immediately upon obtaining knowledge of such conviction. Failure to comply with the notification requirement 
of this subsection may result in the suspension or revocation of the license or approval or the taking of any 
other action against a license or approval set forth in regulation adopted pursuant to section 19a-79 and shall 
subject the licensee or approved staff member to a civil penalty of not more than one hundred dollars per day 
for each day after the person obtained knowledge of the conviction. 

 
(d) It shall be a class A misdemeanor for any person seeking employment in a position connected with 

the provision of care to a child receiving family child care home services to make a false written statement 
regarding prior criminal convictions pursuant to a form bearing notice to the effect that such false statements 
are punishable, which statement such person does not believe to be true and is intended to mislead the 
prospective employer.   

  
(e) Any person having reasonable cause to believe that a family child care home, as defined in section 

19a-77, is operating without a current and valid license or in violation of the regulations adopted under section 
19a-87b or in a manner which may pose a potential danger to the health, welfare and safety of a child 
receiving child care services, may report such information to the Office of Early Childhood. The office shall 
investigate any report or complaint received pursuant to this subsection. The name of the person making the 
report or complaint shall not be disclosed unless (1) such person consents to such disclosure, (2) a judicial or 
administrative proceeding results from such report or complaint, or (3) a license action pursuant to subsection 
(a) of this section results from such report or complaint. All records obtained by the office in connection with 
any such investigation shall not be subject to the provisions of section 1-210 for a period of thirty days from 
the date of the petition or other event initiating such investigation, or until such time as the investigation is 
terminated pursuant to a withdrawal or other informal disposition or until a hearing is convened pursuant to 
chapter 54, whichever is earlier. A formal statement of charges issued by the office shall be subject to the 
provisions of section 1-210 from the time that it is served or mailed to the respondent. Records which are 
otherwise public records shall not be deemed confidential merely because they have been obtained in 
connection with an investigation under this section. 

   
(f) If the commissioner finds that public health, safety or welfare imperatively requires emergency 

action, and incorporates a finding to that effect in his or her order, the commissioner may order summary 
suspension or summary probation of a license issued under section 19a-87b pending proceedings for 
revocation or other action. These proceedings shall be promptly instituted and determined. 

   
Sec. 19a-87f. Youth camp, child care center, group child care home or family child care home: Physical 
examination or health status certification. On and after July 1, 2014, any (1) youth camp, licensed in 
accordance with section 19a-422, (2) child care center or group child care home, licensed in accordance with 
section 19a-80, or (3) family child care home, licensed in accordance with section 19a-87b, may permit a child's 
physical examination that is required for school purposes, and the child's health assessment form described in 
section 10-206 or the state Department of Education's early childhood health assessment record form, to be 
used to satisfy any physical examination or health status certification required by such youth camp, child care 
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center, group child care home or family child care home, provided any requirement established by the 
Commissioner of Early Childhood concerning the time for completion of such physical examination is satisfied. 
 
Sec. 19a-87g. Notification of emergency situations to licensees of day care centers. (a) For purposes of this 
section, "licensee" means any person licensed pursuant to section 19a-80 or 19a-87b, and "day care center" 
means a child care center, a group child care home or a family child care home, as those terms are defined in 
section 19a-77.   

  
(b) Each licensee shall provide written contact information for the licensee's day care center, including 

the name, address and telephone number of the day care center, to the Office of Early Childhood. Each 
licensee shall verify and update, as appropriate, such contact information.   

  
(c) The Office of Early Childhood shall share, in accordance with a memorandum of understanding or 

other agreement, any information collected pursuant to subsection (b) of this section with the Department of 
Emergency Services and Public Protection for use in an emergency notification system, as defined in section 
28-25, that notifies licensees of an emergency situation in the vicinity of a day care center that may endanger 
the safety or welfare of the children at such day care center. Such emergency situation may include, but need 
not be limited to, a fire, a criminal act, an emergency or an act of nature such as an earthquake, a tornado, a 
hurricane or a storm. 

 
Sec. 19a-342. (Formerly Sec. 1-21b). Smoking prohibited. Exceptions. Signs required. Penalties. (a) As used in 
this section, "smoke" or "smoking" means the lighting or carrying of a lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe or similar 
device.   

  
(b) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 31-40q, no person shall smoke: (A) In any building or 

portion of a building, partially enclosed shelter on a rail platform or bus shelter owned and operated or leased 
and operated by the state or any political subdivision thereof; (B) in any area of a health care institution; (C) in 
any area of a retail food store; (D) in any restaurant; (E) in any area of an establishment with a permit issued 
for the sale of alcoholic liquor pursuant to section 30-20a, 30-21, 30-21b, 30-22, 30-22c, 30-28, 30-28a, 30-33a, 
30-33b, 30-35a, 30-37a, 30-37e or 30-37f, in any area of an establishment with a permit for the sale of 
alcoholic liquor pursuant to section 30-23 issued after May 1, 2003, and, on and after April 1, 2004, in any area 
of an establishment with a permit issued for the sale of alcoholic liquor pursuant to section 30-22a or 30-26 or 
the bar area of a bowling establishment holding a permit pursuant to subsection (a) of section 30-37c; (F) 
within a school building or on the grounds of such school; (G) within a child care facility or on the grounds of 
such child care facility, except, if the child care facility is a family child care home, as defined in section 19a-77, 
such smoking is prohibited only when a child enrolled in such home is present; (H) in any passenger elevator, 
provided no person shall be arrested for violating this subsection unless there is posted in such elevator a sign 
which indicates that smoking is prohibited by state law; (I) in any dormitory in any public or private institution 
of higher education; or (J) on and after April 1, 2004, in any area of a dog race track or a facility equipped with 
screens for the simulcasting of off-track betting race programs or jai alai games. For purposes of this 
subsection, "restaurant" means space, in a suitable and permanent building, kept, used, maintained, 
advertised and held out to the public to be a place where meals are regularly served to the public, "school" has 
the same meaning as provided in section 10-154a and "child care facility" has the same meaning as provided in 
section 19a-342a. 

 
(2) This section shall not apply to (A) correctional facilities; (B) designated smoking areas in psychiatric 

facilities; (C) public housing projects, as defined in subsection (b) of section 21a-278a; (D) any classroom where 
demonstration smoking is taking place as part of a medical or scientific experiment or lesson; (E) smoking 
rooms provided by employers for employees, pursuant to section 31-40q; (F) notwithstanding the provisions of 
subparagraph (E) of subdivision (1) of this subsection, the outdoor portion of the premises of any permittee 
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listed in subparagraph (E) of subdivision (1) of this subsection, provided, in the case of any seating area 
maintained for the service of food, at least seventy-five per cent of the outdoor seating capacity is an area in 
which smoking is prohibited and which is clearly designated with written signage as a nonsmoking area, except 
that any temporary seating area established for special events and not used on a regular basis shall not be 
subject to the smoking prohibition or signage requirements of this subparagraph; (G) any medical research site 
where smoking is integral to the research being conducted; or (H) any tobacco bar, provided no tobacco bar 
shall expand in size or change its location from its size or location as of December 31, 2002. For purposes of 
this subdivision, "outdoor" means an area which has no roof or other ceiling enclosure, "tobacco bar" means 
an establishment with a permit for the sale of alcoholic liquor to consumers issued pursuant to chapter 545 
that, in the calendar year ending December 31, 2002, generated ten per cent or more of its total annual gross 
income from the on-site sale of tobacco products and the rental of on-site humidors, and "tobacco product" 
means any substance that contains tobacco, including, but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco or 
chewing tobacco. 

   
(c) The operator of a hotel, motel or similar lodging may allow guests to smoke in not more than twenty-

five per cent of the rooms offered as accommodations to guests.   
  
(d) In each room, elevator, area or building in which smoking is prohibited by this section, the person in 

control of the premises shall post or cause to be posted in a conspicuous place signs stating that smoking is 
prohibited by state law. Such signs, except in elevators, restaurants, establishments with permits to sell 
alcoholic liquor to consumers issued pursuant to chapter 545, hotels, motels or similar lodgings, and health 
care institutions, shall have letters at least four inches high with the principal strokes of letters not less than 
one-half inch wide.   

  
(e) Any person found guilty of smoking in violation of this section, failure to post signs as required by this 

section or the unauthorized removal of such signs shall have committed an infraction. Nothing in this section 
shall be construed to require the person in control of a building to post such signs in every room of a building, 
provided such signs are posted in a conspicuous place in such building.   

  
(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any smoking area in any building.   
  
(g) The provisions of this section shall supersede and preempt the provisions of any municipal law or 

ordinance relative to smoking effective prior to, on or after October 1, 1993.   
  

Sec. 10-530. Comprehensive background checks. (a) As used in this section:   
  
(1) "Child care facility" means a "child care center", "group child care home" or "family child care home" 

that provides "child care services", each as described in section 19a-77, or any provider of child care services 
under the child care subsidy program established pursuant to section 17b-749;   

  
(2) "Child care services provider or staff member" means any person who is (A) a licensee, employee, 

volunteer or alternate staff, assistant, substitute or household member of a child care facility, (B) a family child 
care provider, or (C) any other person who provides child care services under the child care subsidy program 
established pursuant to section 17b-749 but does not include a person who is providing child care services 
under the child care subsidy program (i) exclusively to children with whom such person is related, and (ii) 
without being issued a license to provide child care services by the Office of Early Childhood; and   

  
(3) "Family child care provider" means any person who provides child care services under the child care 

subsidy program established pursuant to section 17b-749 (A) in a family child care home, as defined in section 
19a-77, or (B) in a home not requiring a license pursuant to subdivision (4) of subsection (b) of section 19a-77.   
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(b) The comprehensive background checks required pursuant to subsection (c) of section 19a-80, 

subsection (c) of section 19a-87b, and subsection (a) of section 17b-749k, shall be conducted at least once 
every five years for each child care services provider or staff member in accordance with the provisions of 45 
CFR 98.43, as amended from time to time.   

  
(c) Any person who applies for a position at a child care facility in the state shall not be required to 

submit to such comprehensive background checks if such person (1) is an employee of a child care facility in 
the state, or has not been separated from employment as a child care services provider or staff member in the 
state for a period of more than one hundred eighty days, and (2) has successfully completed such 
comprehensive background checks in the previous five years. Nothing in this section prohibits the 
Commissioner of Early Childhood from requiring that a person applying for a position as a child care services 
provider or staff member submit to comprehensive background checks more than once during a five-year 
period.   
  
Sec. 46b-120. (Formerly Sec. 51-301). Definitions. The terms used in this chapter shall, in its interpretation and 
in the interpretation of other statutes, be defined as follows:   
  

(1) "Child" means any person under eighteen years of age who has not been legally emancipated, except 
that (A) for purposes of delinquency matters and proceedings, "child" means any person who (i) is at least 
seven years of age at the time of the alleged commission of a delinquent act and who is (I) under eighteen 
years of age and has not been legally emancipated, or (II) eighteen years of age or older and committed a 
delinquent act prior to attaining eighteen years of age, or (ii) is subsequent to attaining eighteen years of age, 
(I) violates any order of the Superior Court or any condition of probation ordered by the Superior Court with 
respect to a delinquency proceeding, or (II) wilfully fails to appear in response to a summons under section 
46b-133 or at any other court hearing in a delinquency proceeding of which the child had notice, and (B) for 
purposes of family with service needs matters and proceedings, child means a person who is at least seven 
years of age and is under eighteen years of age;  
 

(2) (A) A child may be adjudicated as "delinquent" who has, while under sixteen years of age, (i) violated 
any federal or state law, except section 53a-172, 53a-173, 53a-222, 53a-222a, 53a-223 or 53a-223a, or violated 
a municipal or local ordinance, except an ordinance regulating behavior of a child in a family with service 
needs, (ii) wilfully failed to appear in response to a summons under section 46b-133 or at any other court 
hearing in a delinquency proceeding of which the child had notice, (iii) violated any order of the Superior Court 
in a delinquency proceeding, except as provided in section 46b-148, or (iv) violated conditions of probation 
supervision or probation supervision with residential placement in a delinquency proceeding as ordered by the 
court;  

  
(B) A child may be adjudicated as "delinquent" who has (i) while sixteen or seventeen years of age, 

violated any federal or state law, other than (I) an infraction, except an infraction under subsection (d) of 
section 21a-267, (II) a violation, except a violation under subsection (a) of section 21a-279a, (III) a motor 
vehicle offense or violation under title 14, (IV) a violation of a municipal or local ordinance, or (V) a violation of 
section 51-164r, 53a-172, 53a-173, 53a-222, 53a-222a, 53a-223 or 53a-223a, (ii) while sixteen years of age or 
older, wilfully failed to appear in response to a summons under section 46b-133 or at any other court hearing 
in a delinquency proceeding of which the child had notice, (iii) while sixteen years of age or older, violated any 
order of the Superior Court in a delinquency proceeding, except as provided in section 46b-148, or (iv) while 
sixteen years of age or older, violated conditions of probation supervision or probation supervision with 
residential placement in a delinquency proceeding as ordered by the court; 
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(3) "Family with service needs" means a family that includes a child who is at least seven years of age 
and is under eighteen years of age who, according to a petition lawfully filed on or before June 30, 2020, (A) 
has without just cause run away from the parental home or other properly authorized and lawful place of 
abode, (B) is beyond the control of the child's parent, parents, guardian or other custodian, (C) has engaged in 
indecent or immoral conduct, or (D) is thirteen years of age or older and has engaged in sexual intercourse 
with another person and such other person is thirteen years of age or older and not more than two years older 
or younger than such child;   
  

(4) A child may be found "neglected" who, for reasons other than being impoverished, (A) has been 
abandoned, (B) is being denied proper care and attention, physically, educationally, emotionally or morally, or 
(C) is being permitted to live under conditions, circumstances or associations injurious to the well-being of the 
child;   
  

(5) A child may be found "abused" who (A) has been inflicted with physical injury or injuries other than 
by accidental means, (B) has injuries that are at variance with the history given of them, or (C) is in a condition 
that is the result of maltreatment, including, but not limited to, malnutrition, sexual molestation or 
exploitation, deprivation of necessities, emotional maltreatment or cruel punishment; 

 
(6) A child may be found "uncared for" (A) who is homeless, (B) whose home cannot provide the 

specialized care that the physical, emotional or mental condition of the child requires, or (C) who has been 
identified as a victim of trafficking, as defined in section 46a-170. For the purposes of this section, the 
treatment of any child by an accredited Christian Science practitioner, in lieu of treatment by a licensed 
practitioner of the healing arts, shall not of itself constitute neglect or maltreatment; 

 
(7) "Delinquent act" means (A) the violation by a child under the age of sixteen of any federal or state 

law, except the violation of section 53a-172, 53a-173, 53a-222, 53a-222a, 53a-223 or 53a-223a, or the 
violation of a municipal or local ordinance, except an ordinance regulating behavior of a child in a family with 
service needs, (B) the violation by a child sixteen or seventeen years of age of any federal or state law, other 
than (i) an infraction, except an infraction under subsection (d) of section 21a-267, (ii) a violation, except a 
violation under subsection (a) of section 21a-279a, (iii) a motor vehicle offense or violation under title 14, (iv) 
the violation of a municipal or local ordinance, or (v) the violation of section 51-164r, 53a-172, 53a-173, 53a-
222, 53a-222a, 53a-223 or 53a-223a, (C) the wilful failure of a child, including a child who has attained the age 
of eighteen, to appear in response to a summons under section 46b-133 or at any other court hearing in a 
delinquency proceeding of which the child has notice, (D) the violation of any order of the Superior Court in a 
delinquency proceeding by a child, including a child who has attained the age of eighteen, except as provided 
in section 46b-148, or (E) the violation of conditions of probation supervision or probation supervision with 
residential placement in a delinquency proceeding by a child, including a child who has attained the age of 
eighteen, as ordered by the court; 

   
(8) "Serious juvenile offense" means (A) the violation of, including attempt or conspiracy to violate, 

section 21a-277, 21a-278, 29-33, 29-34, 29-35, subdivision (2) or (3) of subsection (a) of section 53-21, 53-80a, 
53-202b, 53-202c, 53-390 to 53-392, inclusive, 53a-54a to 53a-57, inclusive, 53a-59 to 53a-60c, inclusive, 53a-
64aa, 53a-64bb, 53a-70 to 53a-71, inclusive, 53a-72b, 53a-86, 53a-92 to 53a-94a, inclusive, 53a-95, 53a-100aa, 
53a-101, 53a-102a, 53a-103a or 53a-111 to 53a-113, inclusive, subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 53a-
122, subdivision (3) of subsection (a) of section 53a-123, section 53a-134, 53a-135, 53a-136a or 53a-167c, 
subsection (a) of section 53a-174, or section 53a-196a, 53a-211, 53a-212, 53a-216 or 53a-217b, or (B) 
absconding, escaping or running away, without just cause, from any secure residential facility in which the 
child has been placed by the court as a delinquent child;   
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(9) "Serious juvenile offender" means any child adjudicated as delinquent for the commission of a 
serious juvenile offense;   
  

(10) "Serious juvenile repeat offender" means any child charged with the commission of any felony if 
such child has previously been adjudicated as delinquent or otherwise adjudicated at any age for two 
violations of any provision of title 21a, 29, 53 or 53a that is designated as a felony; 

   
(11) "Alcohol-dependent" means a psychoactive substance dependence on alcohol as that condition is 

defined in the most recent edition of the American Psychiatric Association's "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders";   
  

(12) "Drug-dependent" means a psychoactive substance dependence on drugs as that condition is 
defined in the most recent edition of the American Psychiatric Association's "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of Mental Disorders". No child shall be classified as drug-dependent who is dependent (A) upon a morphine-
type substance as an incident to current medical treatment of a demonstrable physical disorder other than 
drug dependence, or (B) upon amphetamine-type, ataractic, barbiturate-type, hallucinogenic or other 
stimulant and depressant substances as an incident to current medical treatment of a demonstrable physical 
or psychological disorder, or both, other than drug dependence;   

  
(13) "Pre-dispositional study" means a comprehensive written report prepared by a juvenile probation 

officer pursuant to section 46b-134 regarding the child's social, medical, mental health, educational, risks and 
needs, and family history, as well as the events surrounding the offense to present a supported 
recommendation to the court;   

  
(14) "Probation supervision" means a legal status whereby a juvenile who has been adjudicated 

delinquent is placed by the court under the supervision of juvenile probation for a specified period of time and 
upon such terms as the court determines; 

 
(15) "Probation supervision with residential placement" means a legal status whereby a juvenile who 

has been adjudicated delinquent is placed by the court under the supervision of juvenile probation for a 
specified period of time, upon such terms as the court determines, that include a period of placement in a 
secure or staff-secure residential treatment facility, as ordered by the court, and a period of supervision in the 
community;   

  
(16) "Risk and needs assessment" means a standardized tool that (A) assists juvenile probation officers 

in collecting and synthesizing information about a child to estimate the child's risk of recidivating and identify 
other factors that, if treated and changed, can reduce the child's likelihood of reoffending, and (B) provides a 
guide for intervention planning;   

  
(17) "Secure-residential facility" means a hardware-secured residential facility that includes direct staff 

supervision, surveillance enhancements and physical barriers that allow for close supervision and controlled 
movement in a treatment setting; and   

  
(18) "Staff-secure residential facility" means a residential facility that provides residential treatment for 

children in a structured setting where the children are monitored by staff. 
  

Sec. 17a-101. (Formerly Sec. 17-38a). Protection of children from abuse. Mandated reporters. Educational 
and training programs. Model mandated reporting policy. (a) The public policy of this state is: To protect 
children whose health and welfare may be adversely affected through injury and neglect; to strengthen the 
family and to make the home safe for children by enhancing the parental capacity for good child care; to 
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provide a temporary or permanent nurturing and safe environment for children when necessary; and for these 
purposes to require the reporting of suspected child abuse or neglect, investigation of such reports by a social 
agency, and provision of services, where needed, to such child and family.  
  

(b) The following persons shall be mandated reporters: (1) Any physician or surgeon licensed under the 
provisions of chapter 370, (2) any resident physician or intern in any hospital in this state, whether or not so 
licensed, (3) any registered nurse, (4) any licensed practical nurse, (5) any medical examiner, (6) any dentist, (7) 
any dental hygienist, (8) any psychologist, (9) any school employee, as defined in section 53a-65, (10) any 
social worker, (11) any person who holds or is issued a coaching permit by the State Board of Education, is a 
coach of intramural or interscholastic athletics and is eighteen years of age or older, (12) any individual who is 
employed as a coach or director of youth athletics and is eighteen years of age or older, (13) any individual 
who is employed as a coach or director of a private youth sports organization, league or team and is eighteen 
years of age or older, (14) any paid administrator, faculty, staff, athletic director, athletic coach or athletic 
trainer employed by a public or private institution of higher education who is eighteen years of age or older, 
excluding student employees, (15) any police officer, (16) any juvenile or adult probation officer, (17) any 
juvenile or adult parole officer, (18) any member of the clergy, (19) any pharmacist, (20) any physical therapist, 
(21) any optometrist, (22) any chiropractor, (23) any podiatrist, (24) any mental health professional, (25) any 
physician assistant, (26) any person who is a licensed or certified emergency medical services provider, (27) 
any person who is a licensed or certified alcohol and drug counselor, (28) any person who is a licensed marital 
and family therapist, (29) any person who is a sexual assault counselor or a domestic violence counselor, as 
defined in section 52-146k, (30) any person who is a licensed professional counselor, (31) any person who is a 
licensed foster parent, (32) any person paid to care for a child in any public or private facility, child care center, 
group child care home or family child care home licensed by the state, (33) any employee of the Department of 
Children and Families, (34) any employee of the Department of Public Health, (35) any employee of the Office 
of Early Childhood who is responsible for the licensing of child care centers, group child care homes, family 
child care homes or youth camps, (36) any paid youth camp director or assistant director, (37) the Child 
Advocate and any employee of the Office of the Child Advocate, (38) any person who is a licensed behavior 
analyst, (39) any family relations counselor, family relations counselor trainee or family services supervisor 
employed by the Judicial Department, and (40) any person employed, including any person employed under 
contract and any independent ombudsperson, to work at a juvenile detention facility or any other facility 
where children under eighteen years of age are detained and who has direct contact with children as part of 
such employment.  
  

(c) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall develop an educational training program and 
refresher training program for the accurate and prompt identification and reporting of child abuse and neglect. 
Such training program and refresher training program shall be made available to all persons mandated to 
report child abuse and neglect at various times and locations throughout the state as determined by the 
Commissioner of Children and Families. Such training program and refresher training program shall be 
provided in accordance with the provisions of subsection (g) of section 17a-101i to each school employee, as 
defined in section 53a-65, within available appropriations.  
 

(d) On or before October 1, 2011, the Department of Children and Families, in consultation with the 
Department of Education, shall develop a model mandated reporting policy for use by local and regional 
boards of education. Such policy shall state applicable state law regarding mandated reporting and any 
relevant information that may assist school districts in the performance of mandated reporting. Such policy 
shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: (1) Those persons employed by the local or 
regional board of education who are required pursuant to this section to be mandated reporters, (2) the type 
of information that is to be reported, (3) the time frame for both written and verbal mandated reports, (4) a 
statement that the school district may conduct its own investigation into an allegation of abuse or neglect by a 
school employee, provided such investigation does not impede an investigation by the Department of Children 
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and Families, and (5) a statement that retaliation against mandated reporters is prohibited. Such policy shall be 
updated and revised as necessary. 

  
Sec. 17a-101a. Report of abuse, neglect or injury of child or imminent risk of serious harm to child. Penalty 
for failure to report. Notification of Chief State's Attorney. (a)(1) Any mandated reporter, as described in 
section 17a-101, who in the ordinary course of such person's employment or profession has reasonable cause 
to suspect or believe that any child under the age of eighteen years (A) has been abused or neglected, as 
described in section 46b-120, (B) has had nonaccidental physical injury, or injury which is at variance with the 
history given of such injury, inflicted upon such child, or (C) is placed at imminent risk of serious harm, or (2) 
any school employee, as defined in section 53a-65, who in the ordinary course of such person's employment or 
profession has reasonable cause to suspect or believe that any person who is being educated by the Technical 
Education and Career System or a local or regional board of education, other than as part of an adult education 
program, is a victim under the provisions of section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b or 53a-73a, and 
the perpetrator is a school employee shall report or cause a report to be made in accordance with the 
provisions of sections 17a-101b to 17a-101d, inclusive. 
   

(b) (1) Any person required to report under the provisions of this section who fails to make such report 
or fails to make such report within the time period prescribed in sections 17a-101b to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 
section 17a-103 shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor, except that such person shall be guilty of a class E 
felony if (A) such violation is a subsequent violation, (B) such violation was wilful or intentional or due to gross 
negligence, or (C) such person had actual knowledge that (i) a child was abused or neglected, as described in 
section 46b-120, or (ii) a person was a victim described in subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of this section.   

  
(2) Any person who intentionally and unreasonably interferes with or prevents the making of a report 

pursuant to this section, or attempts or conspires to do so, shall be guilty of a class D felony. The provisions of 
this subdivision shall not apply to any child under the age of eighteen years or any person who is being 
educated by the Technical Education and Career System or a local or regional board of education, other than 
as part of an adult education program. 

   
(3) Any person found guilty under the provisions of this subsection shall be required to participate in an 

educational and training program. The program may be provided by one or more private organizations 
approved by the commissioner, provided the entire cost of the program shall be paid from fees charged to the 
participants, the amount of which shall be subject to the approval of the commissioner.   

  
(c) The Commissioner of Children and Families, or the commissioner's designee, shall promptly notify 

the Chief State's Attorney when there is reason to believe that any such person has failed to make a report in 
accordance with this section.   

  
(d) For purposes of this section and section 17a-101b, a mandated reporter's suspicion or belief may be 

based on factors including, but not limited to, observations, allegations, facts or statements by a child, victim, 
as described in subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of this section, or third party. Such suspicion or belief does not 
require certainty or probable cause. 

   
Sec. 17a-101b. Report by mandated reporter. Notification of law enforcement agency when allegation of 
sexual abuse or serious physical abuse. Notification of person in charge of institution, facility or school when 
staff member suspected of abuse or neglect. (a) An oral or electronic report shall be made by a mandated 
reporter as soon as practicable but not later than twelve hours after the mandated reporter has reasonable 
cause to suspect or believe that a child has been abused or neglected or placed in imminent risk of serious 
harm. An oral report made pursuant to this subsection shall be made by telephone or in person to the 
Commissioner of Children and Families or a law enforcement agency. If a law enforcement agency receives an 
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oral report, it shall immediately notify the commissioner. An electronic report made pursuant to this 
subsection shall be made in a manner prescribed by the commissioner. A mandated reporter who makes an 
electronic report pursuant to this section shall respond to further inquiries from the commissioner or the 
commissioner's designee made within twenty-four hours of such report.   

  
(b) If the commissioner or the commissioner's designee suspects or knows that such person has 

knowingly made a false report, the identity of such person shall be disclosed to the appropriate law 
enforcement agency and to the perpetrator of the alleged abuse.   

  
(c) If the Commissioner of Children and Families, or the commissioner's designee, receives a report 

alleging sexual abuse or serious physical abuse, including, but not limited to, a report that: (1) A child has died; 
(2) a child has been sexually assaulted; (3) a child has suffered brain damage or loss or serious impairment of a 
bodily function or organ; (4) a child has been sexually exploited; or (5) a child has suffered serious 
nonaccidental physical injury, the commissioner shall, within twelve hours of receipt of such report, notify the 
appropriate law enforcement agency.   

  
(d) Whenever a mandated reporter, as described in section 17a-101, has reasonable cause to suspect or 

believe that any child has been abused or neglected by a member of the staff of a public or private institution 
or facility that provides care for such child or a public or private school, the mandated reporter shall report as 
required in subsection (a) of this section. The Commissioner of Children and Families or the commissioner's 
designee shall notify the principal, headmaster, executive director or other person in charge of such 
institution, facility or school, or the person's designee, unless such person is the alleged perpetrator of the 
abuse or neglect of such child. In the case of a public school, the commissioner shall also notify the person's 
employing superintendent. Such person in charge, or such person's designee, shall then immediately notify the 
child's parent or other person responsible for the child's care that a report has been made.   
 

(e) For purposes of this section, "child" includes any victim described in subdivision (2) of subsection (a) 
of section 17a-101a. 
 
Sec. 17a-101c. Written or electronic report by mandated reporter. Not later than forty-eight hours after 
making an oral report, a mandated reporter shall submit a written or electronic report to the Commissioner of 
Children and Families or the commissioner's designee. Such reports shall be made in a manner prescribed by 
the commissioner. When a mandated reporter is a member of the staff of a public or private institution or 
facility that provides care for such child or public or private school the reporter shall also submit a copy of the 
written or electronic report to the person in charge of such institution, school or facility or the person's 
designee. In the case of a report concerning a school employee holding a certificate, authorization or permit 
issued by the State Board of Education under the provisions of sections 10-144o to 10-146b, inclusive, and 10-
149, a copy of the written or electronic report shall also be sent by the Commissioner of Children and Families 
or the commissioner's designee to the Commissioner of Education or the commissioner's designee. In the case 
of an employee of a facility or institution that provides care for a child which is licensed by the state, a copy of 
the written or electronic report shall also be sent by the Commissioner of Children and Families to the 
executive head of the state licensing agency.  
  
Sec. 17a-101d. Contents of reports. All reports required pursuant to sections 17a-101a to 17a-101c, inclusive, 
and section 17a-103, shall contain, if known: (1) The names and addresses of the child and his or her parents or 
other person responsible for his or her care; (2) the age of the child; (3) the gender of the child; (4) the nature 
and extent of the child's injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect; (5) the approximate date and time the 
injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect occurred; (6) information concerning any previous injury or injuries 
to, or maltreatment or neglect of, the child or his or her siblings; (7) the circumstances in which the injury or 
injuries, maltreatment or neglect came to be known to the reporter; (8) the name of the person or persons 
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suspected to be responsible for causing such injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect; (9) the reasons such 
person or persons are suspected of causing such injury or injuries, maltreatment or neglect; (10) any 
information concerning any prior cases in which such person or persons have been suspected of causing an 
injury, maltreatment or neglect of a child; and (11) whatever action, if any, was taken to treat, provide shelter 
or otherwise assist the child. For purposes of this section, "child" includes any victim described in subdivision 
(2) of subsection (a) of section 17a-101a. 

 
Sec. 17a-101e. Employer prohibited from discriminating or retaliating against employee who makes good 
faith report or testifies re child abuse or neglect. Immunity from civil or criminal liability. False report of 
child abuse. Referral to office of the Chief State's Attorney. Penalty. (a) No employer shall (1) discharge, or in 
any manner discriminate or retaliate against, any employee who in good faith makes a report pursuant to 
sections 17a-101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103, testifies or is about to testify in any proceeding 
involving child abuse or neglect, or (2) hinder or prevent, or attempt to hinder or prevent, any employee from 
making a report pursuant to sections 17a-101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103, or testifying in any 
proceeding involving child abuse or neglect. The Attorney General may bring an action in Superior Court 
against an employer who violates this subsection. The court may assess a civil penalty of not more than two 
thousand five hundred dollars and may order such other equitable relief as the court deems appropriate. 
   

(b) Any person, institution or agency which, in good faith, (1) makes a report pursuant to sections 17a-
101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103, or (2) provides professional medical intervention or assistance in any 
proceeding involving child abuse and neglect, including, but not limited to, (A) causing a photograph, x-ray or a 
physical custody examination to be made, (B) causing a child to be taken into emergency protective custody, 
(C) disclosing a medical record or other information pertinent to the proceeding, or (D) performing a medically 
relevant test, shall be immune from any liability, civil or criminal, which might otherwise arise from or be 
related to the actions taken pursuant to this subsection and shall have the same immunity with respect to any 
judicial proceeding which results from such report or actions, provided such person did not perpetrate or 
cause such abuse or neglect. The immunity from civil or criminal liability extends only to actions done pursuant 
to this subsection and does not extend to the malpractice of a medical professional that results in personal 
injury or death.   

  
(c) Any person who is alleged to have knowingly made a false report of child abuse or neglect pursuant 

to sections 17a-101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103 shall be referred to the office of the Chief State's 
Attorney for purposes of a criminal investigation. 

 
(d) Any person who knowingly makes a false report of child abuse or neglect pursuant to sections 17a-

101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103 shall be fined not more than two thousand dollars or imprisoned not 
more than one year or both.   
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